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Hong Kong Thunderbolt

s

Douglas

fter much anticipation, the Brazilian sadd|e ace, Joao Moreira,
AFi"rall\;' transferred from his Singapore base to Hong Kong
last October. And almost immediately, the 3-time Champion
Singapore Jockey demonstrated his vast ability by winning on
Noble Deluxe and later the Jockeys Challenge on his first day,
proving that expertise is independent of venue. Moreira then

added more wins in 8 consecutive race days, many feature events

among them. Little wonder race
Man'. Seemingly effortless in saddle, he strongly resembles the
riding style of Douglas Whyte who has dominated Hong Kong

racing, taking out the Champion Jockey title for the past 13 years.
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ROBLEED MELEREFTRE

| With John Size's suppert to Moreira, ﬂneﬁpossﬁblliiy-nf\ﬁh_yla-suceee&lnﬁ the championship Is affected.
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Effortless in gaining victories, which re-
sembles how Whyte wins easily in Hong Kong,
Moreira had long been referred to as "Singa-
pore's Whyte" back in the days when he rode
in Singapore. Now that this ace transferred to
Hong Kong out of his own will, many recognize
the possibility of him challenging Douglas
Whyte's 13-year reign as champion jockey. Even
though he denied having such intent, his actions
are actually leading him onto this path — to
proceed to the honour of champion jockey in his

first racing season in Hong Kong.

Previously, the competition for top jockey
centred on Whyte and Zac Purton and some
thought with the Moreira move to Hong Kong
that Purton might the one to suffer as a conse-

guence. However, it appears that Whyte will

be the one most affected with leading trainer
John Size, who had previously preferenced the
champion jockey, now putting Moreira on many
of his horses. This may well prove to be Whyte's
biggest hurdle to claiming a 14th straight cham-

pionship.

Moreira had made it clear from the outset
that he would ride for different stables when
he moved to Hong Kong and is prepared to

do whatever it takes to succeed. And succeed-

[ EREAREE IR R AR
Having elicited supported from two top traine

ing he is - just two months into his re-location,
Moreira had already ridden for 21 trainers,
winning for Size, John Moore, Anthony Millard,
Me Tsui, Dennis Yip, Danny Shum, Ricky Yiu
and Derek Cruz, a good indication of how
popular he is among Hong Kong's training
fraternity. Kicking off on 20th October, Moreira
had rides for all 10 races on the program but

it took him until the last to win with Noble Deluxe.

Since the first day, Moreira had not
stopped winning. Also, the heavy support from
“King of Cups” John Moore means that this
ace is never lack of tokens to race in important
competitions. In the 27th October race in Shatin,
he won the G2 Premier Bowl! on Sterling City.
Winning a graded race only one week after he
settled in Hong Kong is the best proof of his
tremendous talent. But many times, Moreira
was too aggressive in the races; when riding
Dashing Super and Turbo Jewellery, a 6-day
suspension was incurred due to having inter-
fered other racehorses. This had cost him
losing the participation in the International
Jockey's Championship and International
Races. Luckily, he is still as powerful after his
comeback — continuously winning races to
make up for the lost. The way Moreira captures
wins is just like thunderbolt, which makes the
number of wins under his belt surge, showing
to us why he deserves the title "The Magic

Man". After this three-time Singapore Cham-

pion Jockey migrated to Hong Kong, his as-
tounding entrance has already stirred up Hong
Kong racing. The 13-year champion jockey
Whyte is losing his glamour, while Purton takes
this advantage and rises, holding a long lead

in the jockeys’ ranking. Due to the big difference

er, including

to catch up, it is not an easy task for Moreira
to claim the throne of champion jockey, but the
appearance of this Brazilian ace has nonethe-
less changed the monopolistic scene of Hong

Kong racing and spiced things up.
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confident in winning some graded races at the 2013
While Waterhouse has won just about every major race on the Australian turf calendar in the past 20 years
up until November last, the country's biggest prize had eluded her that her Fiorente eventually won the
Melbourne Cup. She has certainly come close - in 1995 her 3YO, Nothin' Leica Dane won the 2500m G1

Mackinnon Stakes and, 3 days later,
' by Damien Oliver in the 3200m Melbourne Cup. Dr
last year, in which ran second to Brett Prebble's Green Moon

in the Cup and won the race with Damien Oliver. With both

sue of Black Type, we interviewed the

'-:Nt'.)l-‘"liﬂ' Leica Dane) Ei%

Waterhouse's feelings must have been rather complicated.

Text | Cho Chau Wah
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In fact, the point at which Fiorente dashed
through the finish line, Waterhouse, who is both
tough and feminine, appeared misty-eyed, and
this is totally understandable. From the writer's
interpretation, she has long held an esteemed
position among circles of men and with status
very much recognized in horse racing. She is
daring, bold and somehow emotional - once
when she was matching riders, even though

she received opposition from a few including

champion Australian trainer Gai Waterhouse, who was

amatically, Fiorente was imported to run in the race

Melbourne Spring Carnival (October-November). b

the same horse, ridden by Shane Dye ran second to Doriemus ridden

After a year, Fiorente started a $7 favourite

her win and loss tied to the same person,

her illustrious father TJ Smith, she stood firm.
When she felt blissful, she would hug strangers
— all these demonstrate how true a person she
is; therefore it is really no big deal for her to
shed a few happy tears, especially when we
are talking about the Melbourne Cup, which its
championship is every Australian's dream.
Whether it is a gracious act or not no longer

matters much.
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(Fawkner) ~ [#8%&] (Super Cool) - [T
% | (Hawkspur) B [3#3/ 8 | (Dear
Demi) 'EZETNHEXRE - BEMW ZHE
BAREEE [BR] REEE [#iEsH] -
i+ EHE (Herald Sun) thEHLUSARE
5 WERELEN SN LECTHMEE-93
F RSN B [FWE ] (Vintage Crop)
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AT 3 T F R A BT M ZE (Emirates
Airline) BB B SR ZEC00FR T F—=+
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Looking back at this race, a total of 24 long
distance runners of high caliber participated.
Except from Ethiopia, Fawkner, Super Cool,
Hawkspur and Dear Demi, an astonishing 19
horses were foreign horses from European
countries such as England, Ireland and France;
some are even “immigrants”, including the
winner Fiorente. In spite of this, local newspaper
Herald Sun did a detailed coverage to analyze
the racehorses, focusing on the Irish troop. In
1993, Dermot Weld-trained Vintage Crop
became the first overseas-trained horse to win
the Melbourne Cup. Performance of overseas
horses in the 19 races afterwards are also listed
in details, and it even described the Melbourne
Cup as an international race, which is not de-
rogatory in its nature. In recent years, Emirates
Airline started to sponsor the Melbourne Cup,
the 1st to 10th position will be rewarded with
prize money ranging from A$3,600,000 to
$125,000, and the total purse stands at
A%$6,000,000.

il —Ba - §2000k [EwR] (Ruscello)
B [9E59]) (Brown Panther) B [E 38
%] (Tres Blue) =8z [#FU] (Mount
Athos ) -~ [#3&/ ] - [B2%] (Mourayan)
SREHEE RBFRABCRE AHmEEREE.

BHEEHZNEN FFEERNEE [Aegh]
(Red Cadeaux) #&2F Al - A—E AT EE L -
fEOtRn (Bl EEEEE =\

P+ A P 4% B — R HE B ER A -

In the beginning 200m, Ruscello led the
field, Brown Panther and Tres Blue immedi-
ately caught up and the three of them led. Mount
Athos, Dear Demi and Mourayan followed tight.
Similar position held in the first half of the race,
and then Red Cadeaux, winner of last season's
Hong Kong Vase ridden by Gerald Mosse,
grabbed the lead at one stage before Fiorente
came with a late surge and took the first position

at the finish line.

AT ] 20 11ETR [ Z7F] B
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In 2011, Red Cadeaux also lost the first
position, at that time to Dunaden. What's worth
mentioning is the horse Voleuse de Coeurs,
which is now owned by Mr. Cheng Ting Kong,
chairman of Sun International Resources
Limited, and his friends. Winning the 2013 G1
Irish St Leger winner by 6 lengths (with Red
Cadeaux finishing fourth), Voleuse de Coeurs
ran impressively in the Cup three weeks after
it was transferred to Melbourne. With the need
to adapt, it did not manage to win; however, the
international horse racing circle still has high
hope in it to get into better form this year, and
hopefully become the champion in the 2014

Melbourne Cup, just like Fiorente did.

TEIRAA MRS R -
Waterhouse proudly raised the trophy.
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International —
Always on'lop in
Both Hemispheres

Eliza Park International Z G 8 1t 2 B 75 g

ENE cEZ2RBHSE EM: -2 B AMEMAE  ZLElza Park
International - BT &EREMEBEBLE [RTFHEE| (Black Caviar) t
TR ST FESEMEE (4] (Bel Esprit) {ERF & » S35 F1H
HEEROET  BIBSE [ATRE| fRRAES B [A-FREE] R &K
i HATA Bl —5RF sk A R E RS EN ABEEEEHEE® (Inglis Australian
Easter Yearling Sale) t: B ik T2 R R 2ttEHAY &
IS R EEES—H=RITOE BB EIRHIENE N BRI AE
BETRZE -
By #F

triving to recapture a beautiful past can be an obstacle to future success. Take

Eliza Park International as an example. It does not rest on its laurels - retired
championess Black Caviar, with her undefeated 25-win streak - but instead we
should look to the future. The offspring of EP| ace stallion Bel Espirit are slowly
starting to shine, drawing comparisons with Black Caviar. Moreover, there is
a yearling colt which is Black Caviar's full brother, who has a chance to go to
auction at the Inglis Australian Easter Yearling Sale. It is still foo early to speak
about his achieverments, after all, nothing is certain, but Rome was not built in
a day. There is also a crop of 3-year-old new bloods demonstrating uncommon
potential. Their prospects in future runs are not to be lightly dismissed.

lext : Wai Ho
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Jasmine (by Encosta de Lago) fI"N& - LA R
BT A 3E « B—UTf EMurray Mary (by Black
Min) + B9 4 B0 A EE 5 T2 George Moore
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A E P ZFITEFH— R E (Victoria Oak) 2500
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Across all the major Australian sales, keen
attention has been paid to yearlings sired by
Bel Esprit. One, out of the Encosta de Lago
mare Star Jasmine was sold for A$250,000;
another, out of Black Min mare Murray Mary
was sold for A$280,000 to John Moore of
George Moore Bloodstock. It is likely that the
latter of the two will be shipped to Hong Kong
for racing, his performance remains to be seen.
As for those already racing, Se Sauver stands
out as the most promising. This three-year-old
bay filly out of the Giant's Causeway mare
Secret Cause is in work with Victorian trainer
Matt Laurie. Debuting as a two-year-old in
March last year and up to the time of this writing
in November, she has two wins and two places
from eight starts, including a convincing win
in the 1610-metre G2 TAB Edward Manifold
Stakes with jockey Damian Lane at the helm

in early October, outpacing fillies Star Fashion

and Solicit, the latter subseguently went on to
good starts in three races, most notably in
the 2500-metre G1 Victoria Oaks where she
placed third behind Kirramosa. Se Sauver is
a reflection of her uncommon pedigree. She
is still maturing, and may yet shine in future

stayers races.

Another three-year-old introduced in our
last edition, Iconic sired by Bel Esprit out of
Danehill mare Danavia has three wins and three
placings from eight starts between 1000 and
1200 metres, though the brown gelding has
yet to make it to Group level. Look out for lconic
in the 1000-metre Schweppes #Flemington-
fling. With Damien Oliver on board, she may

yet have the makings of a winner.

Another Eliza Park International’s stallions,

Monashee Mountain, is 16 years old and still

tE4] - Statue Of Libertydi g (A1 &
Monashee Mountain®3% + E=gFLion Of
Belfort (E}ZLiterature ' by Notebook) & T8
Eow—G—F AREREEFERN: A+
—AY) EEREHNEBE L EGERISRE—
427 (Coolmore Stud Stakes) ' Lion Of Belfort
ERR TRERER] RIS BRREESS (Flem-
ington) BIEE—ARF120054 - Mt —mElE 8
PIMETE ]| (Zoustar) ' HEEHEXKEEZT
[Hi#[ | (NotListenin' tome) BMAEE i5—
HEEEEEHFRM [ERRG] EHETH
B R AR ERE -

going strong, having sired the exciting two-
year-old filly SetFire To TheRain. Out of Viscount
Mare Rightful Lady, SetFire To TheRain has
had two starts at Eagle Farm at the end of last
year and was pronounced a hit, leading from
start to finish and gaining momentum with each
win. Undoubtedly, she still has plenty of un-

tapped potential.

Not to be outshone by Bel Esprit and
Monashee Mountain is Statue Of Liberty. His
foal, 3-year-old Lion Of Belfort out of the Note-
book mare Literature has never come away
empty-handed, having had three wins and 2
placings from five starts. In early November of
last year, the Hong Kong Jockey Club broad-
casted the 1200-metre G1 Coolmore Stud
Stakes live from Flemington Racecourse. Lion
Of Belfort was unable to defeat the Northern
Meteor colt Zoustar, but gave George Moore
Bloostock-owned Not Listenin' tome a hard
chase before finishing third. Lion Of Belfort

looks to be a frequenter of top level races.

Meanwhile, in the Northern Hemisphere,
the foals of EPI stallion Astronomer Royal are
also on the ascent. Stellar Path, a filly out of
Verglas mare America Nova, has made four

wins and two placings from 7 starts. Her recent

MRS — i - AL BRAYEliza Park
International®& S Astronomer Royal * T&lth—
Fri s - B MER S Stellar Path (B %America
Nova - by Verglas) ZF-+EBEMNE——=F -
T —ERETATHZEMTIS (Deauville)
PR ARE1600KIE  BIETHRTH - Bob
Table Ronde"Ei=@mMil BEARZHRBSSE
#= A H1600KPrix de Lieurey  fEfREAIRIE T
EHEERRNZE 55 5E (Godolphin)
i T Zibelina - EREMNFTHEMEBRR  HHES
EekEaR!

start at the 1600-metre G3 Deauville race re-
sulted in an easy win. Table Ronde, a three-
year-old out of Irish-bred mare Tanzania, has
had three wins and two placings from six starts,
including the 1600-metre G3 Prix de Lieurey.
With jockey Christoph Soumillon in the saddle,
she beat the previously undefeated Zibelina of
Godolphin Stables. It looks like there will be
plenty of good news for Eliza Park Interna-

tional in the upcoming European season!
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David Philip Boehm

‘A Stud Farm by Reason of
wxz:a Mishap.
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ver since Hong Kong horse racing became fully professional in 1971,

horses and expertise from Australia have supported the development of
the industry. Nowadays, Australia is still one of the major sources of imported
thoroughbreds, and in Hong Kong, there are many Australian jockeys and
trainers. The ‘connection’ became even closer last year, as the famous Eliza
Park International was acquired by Sun International Resources Ltd., and
Lindsay Park, developed by Champion trainers Colin and David Hayes,
was sold to Pan Sutong (owner of Gold-Fun and Akeed Mofeed). However,
one year prior to those two big trades encompassing properties in Victoria,
Queensland and South Australia, DAVID PHILIP BOEHM, owner of Dan
Excel and Secret Sham, purchased the well-equipped Muskoka Farm in
New South Wales. So, why do Hong Kong racing fans like buying farms in
Australia? How do they meld their hobbies with investment? On behalf of
Black Type, Cho Chau Wah put the questions to Mr Boehm.

lext : Cho Chau Wah
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C: Cho Chau Wah B: Boehm

C: Before writing about horse racing, | had
known that you are a racing fan; but | was
really stunned by your recent purchase of
Muskoka Farm.

B: In my career as an investor, | am used to
looking for suitable projects. The horse owner,
Anthony Cheung, and | had acquaintance with
the owners of Muskoka Farm for quite a few
years because it is home to several of our

horses. Several years ago, we knew that they

were going to sell the well-equipped property,
and after a pleasant conversation, we organ-

ised the purchase.

C: Horse owners seldom buy stud farms
overseas - is this a bit crazy to us Hong-
kongers?

B: Absolutely not! This is not only beneficial to
me personally, but also to the Hong Kong racing
industry. The motivation is due, in part, to Broad
Spectrum arriving at Hong Kong in 2004. | had
owned him since he was a yearling, and so |
could see his growth and development clearly.
Indeed, John Moore and | were annoyed when
first seeing him in Hong Kong as he was dirty
and unkempt - completely different from the
attractive one in the photo sent to us! Can you
imagine parents accepting kindergarten teach-
ers mistreating their kids? It was because of

that incident | became determined to ensure

that my horses receive proper care before they
embark upon their racing careers. Broad Spec-
trum was eventually retired after running in
several novice races in which | could see no

future in him.

¥ M &Muskoka FarmE A IENME—TF ?
£ : Muskoka Farm{iz fitHawkesbury River—5
B AR - 519694 1 4F 4 Bob LapointeZ ik}
B UERE RUNBEEN [REEE] 8F—
- BR AT 8 (States of the Art) HESR

EREN  EEET AR - ZEEIB280F

ERBUTERRR  BRHE58EEE 168
FIEHE - 63EE M RS  EAEF24000K - H
I RESOOMAARE R 2TE2000K B i
B HBFRFCHER i il

BT -

W IBEMuskoka FarmR] W{REliza Park
Internationalff HIFEERLBFEWAE"?
£ BATA LR FEMuskoka Farm B A BF/E
15 - A BARE BEE - Muskoka FarmBiEliza Park
International s # =& A ~E i Eliza Park Inter-
national = NECTE A FETE - Muskoka FarmBl B4
o O RS CCAR R A i - BB R IR BR AR - ml 1A
WMERER RRSMESEFEARTBHHEI

AR =S ERG T EESAEM =
fEEze MR — 9 FBEliza Park Interna-
tional EFEA M T HEERBH+E - 2B A

C: As an owner, can you introduce Muskoka
Farm?

B: Muskoka Farm is located on the banks of
Hawkesbury River and was owned by Bob
Lapointe, who began developing the property
in 1969. The property is state of the art and
and the views are magnificent. Spread over
280 acres, the farm has produced many stars
and the facilities include 58 stables, 16 horse
walkers, 63 individual fenced spelling yards,
a 2400m crusher dust track with an 800m
straight, a 2000m grass track for pace work
and swimming pools, with numerous services

in the process of upgrade.

C: Will you have breeding stock - similar to
that of Eliza Park International?

B: There are a few broodmares at Muskoka
Farm, but they are there simply agisting. Horse
breeding is the major business of Eliza Park
International, but Muskoka Farm focuses on
providing training and care services to ex-
ported horses during their quarantine; so, al-
though both of us provide professional rearing
for foals and race training, we are completely

different in terms of business. Yet, what Mr.

[RETEE] B xS REic sk -

Happy Zero won the Queen's Silver Jubilee Cup.

Muskoka Farm /

QUEEN’S SILVER IUBI[EE CUP el
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Cheng Ting Kong (the owner of Eliza Park In-
ternational) and | have in common is our deep

devotion for the thoroughbred!

W:H#EMuskoka Farmi@ S EEER - thBH
FEL@EAN?

B RARRETET  FE AMuskoka Farm -

REEEEEESE Z8H £ rEE] —
T RERAAHBIERESENEE |
TAEEM B IREA S — B RS - Utk R
— OB AMEFREHOAM T - BEEEERE
RESETRBRE SHUTTHERRORR
#+ Muskoka Farm& A ~—F 8 ' A ASRIE
BAEN - HAR L AR R HF IR IR
SAERE SR URERERINEIS X2
B ARBRFAD-

W : BfiMuskoka Farm®E{#:R m{ ?
B o RESEREEERBE ST
RER [SEEE] - ER] - THREg R
[T | Sk EAR - FFERUE MR E
£ i Muskoka Farm b Bt 2 #5 £ W/ B
IR HOAEEER] - BE AR R RES
BRI AR BREASHRA B AT
HLBE TR MR BERE ST HH -
BERFNAREZE  HIEARMuskoka Farm
FIB A IR TE I - A AR AR Bl R AT R
B-REHERE WREEEAE ERER
RS

C: So, what will Muskoka Farm’s main func-
tion be?

B: From the experience | had with Broad Spec-
trum, | want to achieve the goal of running an
excellent - worry-free - quarantine stable for

Hong Kong horse owners. Previously, there

%3 ¥ % (Champlons Mile) =
Dan Excel, ridden by W C Marwing, finished first in the last Champion Mile.
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were horses which got infected in quarantine
stables in other countries, resulting in detention
of dozens of runners to be exported, and so, |
understand that Muskoka Farm can make no
mistakes: all members of staff, including me,
must ensure an totally safe environment for the
horses in our quarantine stable. Their owners
and trainers could thus see their horses in an

excellent condition in Hong Kong.

C: What is the current status at Muskoka
Farm?

B: Excellent! The stables are all full now. Apart
from our successful runners like Happy Zero,
Admiration, Time After Time and Amber Sky,
we are well liked also because of the farm's
magnificent location which is excellent for
exports: it is just two hours from Sydney Airport,

and 12 hours from Victoria on horse transport

lorries. There is a thing | want to emphasise:
the horses will not look so different before and
after the quarantine, like Broad Spectrum,
regardless how owners complain about that;
|, the owner of Muskoka Farm, am always in
Hong Kong that my consumers could cer-
tainly complain about any mistreatment of their
horses, and should there be any, | will deal with

it myself to give my consumers total confidence.

W ERBEEFAFAR CRRMRRWN  EHE
BEE MTXE fxENGaSmaE-

B ERERENSFE RE L ZEXE
BAOEIREEE (- mRA%E 5 Rk ]
EMAREGRE) - 9884 [580] Fts WK
F—REThE KRBHFAER

2N hRABETE?

B BN ERE I RER—RIZESRE
FFBEERERSAR  81FEEIRIGE £
ARHRME  REEREEN 2 TERES
AFXIREE FREE TREMMFE ERE
SHEME - RUCRBEER -

C: You are clearly very close to John
Moore - have you ever had horses with
other trainers?

B: Matthew Wong Leung Pak, who owned Sunny
line (note: Cash Register, Wong's first horse,
was in H.F. Lam's stable), and | became patrons
of Moore's stable since our cooperation with

Aristocrat in 1988, it has now been 25 years!

C: Why did you migrate to Hong Kong?
B: | was sent to Hong Kong in 1981 while

working as an accountant in an Australian in-

vestment company that ran businesses in
America and Asia-Pacific, yet later on, the
company was in trouble. | decided to start my
business in Hong Kong - a dynamic cosmo-
politan region full of friendly people ... | have
been here for 30 years and have never thought

of leaving.

W:ESMMXEBRERM FRFEM FREL
EERE?

£ R80T RERREEE  RAERK
—f{GF  thEEREEE  BENTERAMS
EMTETER  FRBANEE A B RERK RIEH
B &R AMES S RREAELE  §5
—F BRAPEEE BF AR SR2E.

A A B AR S A » i —fizéf A John Stewart
T [FrBe] Rierk [ 5oek ] #0eh BRIl -

MBI EBERTAEE - {EAE AT SR — E4E 0 fm AR -

W BAASAEEscFMER —HENG
FrEXREENE hERAREBMERESR-

B RBEERAIFREARFEZ— HASH
RESBAME BEERAEL ARERREE
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MERTE KA 2 H - IR ETIRYIR - S8
AR BT E TR EEAE - e
TR OKEEE (£ | MRSE wETED
Sure Win BESTERFTEAH  BREFRHR
e BN ESHE ISR BETELI®
B EERER R E R TR -

W ERE?
8 [ | EdEasy Win!

[FiEEE ]
Art Trader

impressed me. Ten years ago, John wanted
Xlerate to have a gallop, saying that he would
definitely win; | was in Vancouver and so asked
for a few days to consider, but he insisted that
we should not miss such a good opportunity.
We had a fight on the phone, but eventually,
| yielded and came back to Hong Kong re-

luctantly.

C: And the result?

B: Xlerate won!

W EERfEELH1440 B—EE2O0hEE?
B EAIRAETNIEER SfEETME
& [GRFINE | - S5 7E SR B L A AR D R
BEEL BREREZEBERE -EH TET
| —
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C: Both you and John Moore are Austra-
lians; is that one of the reasons you two
have cooperated so closely?

B: | was a racing fan and became a member
of Hong Kong Jockey Club in the mid-80s, and
always wanted to be a horse owner, but | knew
how difficult it is to acquire an ownership in a
ballot. One day, | was having lunch in the
Jockey Club where people were standing in
front of a board reading the ballot results, then

| looked at the board and saw my name. | was

RBLAEERSN [BEEE] EFTEARND
B EESs RV ARt B A RS
EBFRTHERH = ERET 820105k
FNMAEER - RWEI— RS [REEEl &
EHMERESE AERELASENSESRREY.
{BFRE A RAR IE - YIS TR SR MRS
JRIZ ) SRR KB [E] - 3655 2 AR R
B B AR—ENEEES BN [REEE]

MBS E  EXE R —ERR 1R
&2 [FEATR] hRER L K2011/12FE
BEHENBRE S W [RER]  WITER
BEFOEER—JIEe0MISR|EE -

W SERAAFROEHE?

A —IC =3 FHappy Meteor B AI{IE R
M BENAVER 100K ER  RERHED
MR EAR BHZH—ME FeADE
SEREGEHE-

thrilled, but did not think about trainers until my
friend, John Stewart (who raced Pastime and
Diamond Head with the Moore stable) intro-
duced me to John. So, strictly speaking, our

nationality is not a reason of our partnership.

C: John Moore’s stable has been hugely
successful since opening in 1986, but not
all owners can cope with his strong will.

B: We have had disagreements on races in

which to run but his decisions have always

C: You have had 14 runners in Hong Kong,
which is your favourite?

B: All winners are my favourites. On top of them,
Chinggis, which did not win, is also my favou-
rite; he catched up in an Australian race al-
though missing the jump, but he was plagued
by his foot injury after arriving in Hong Kong.
Surely, Happy Zero, which got most trophies
among my horses, is my pick. Seeing the af-
fliction with intestinal illnesses that Happy Zero
suffered from in Australia, John Moore thought
he could not run nicely after recovery, but |
insisted and so won the dispute. However, we
made a wrong decision in 2010 after his race
in Singapore: Happy Zero was sent to the
United Kingdom to run in a race in Diamond
Jubilee Stake at Royal Ascot; the upslope train-

ing for a horse that had abdominal surgery was

so difficult, and eventually it ended in a hu-
miliating defeat. Worse still, the race triggered
his back pain and there was no improvement
after a year of rest. Now, Happy Zero is in
Australia living a life of equestrian, wherein he
achieved a lot. The active runner Dan Excel is
my pick too; in the last race in 2011/12 finale,
he narrowly won Familists, taking the special
prize money of HK$600,000 for privately pur-

chase griffins.

C:ls there any new runners coming to Hong
Kong this season?

B: | have a 3-year-old, Happy Meteor, in Aus-
tralia now. He was narrowly beaten in a 1100m
race last August, and subsequently suffered
from a minor leg problem, | will let him run in
Hong Kong after having one or two more races

and reaching the requirement.

WREESME R RNER] - [TEFAHE] &
Zh BRSMERETE  00F B (R
EXEFDemocrat@§5

B BRREES HESOBEBEPILEFTEA
B RESHEANA RECUEAR AMNEH
SR B TERES EERESTHEEThe
Hub Hong Kong * Z4FRFEK BT 8T IR &S
ERHEP L LW BRRGREREY R
M EHERBESRYE REERhREE.
HEMBIAGEHT S BEAE-

W SANLERTHE ? HRtFEFEET-
B ENHBELS | RENERSEERE BE
HPWEES  TIEABI Crews K S HEREM T
EREREFLFEE SRPHEE A DEE
Eih = R - BB - A SR E) T B R
HRESEH WA DEERE 2R HF
FEE G —E - EEEHIRE - HEELARK
YWREZEEUTTR  bETLFBE B

EHERREEZT REERREEE ARER
ERERRE ERNER RIIRIEERET
&ty i £F 1A  The Hub Hong KongZ877/
HREBRE STLBEMRMENRE KIS
BT FEOBEB AR ERERTEE
HE TR -

W EBRFRA David REMMRTFE!
& B & A E £ Z#The Hub Hong Kong *
BEREALTE—S FAKHE-

C: If you will allow a digression: the name
of Democrat - the second horse you had in
Hong Kong - is very special, besides Art
Trader and Eyshal.

B: I love Hong Kong - | have my Chinese name
on my identity card and the website of Hong

Kong Jockey Club, and so, | am concerned

with all affairs in Hong Kong. Last year, my
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friends and | organised The Hub Hong Kong,
which has been preoviding free after-school
childcare, catering and educational services
in a community centre of a few thousands sq.
ft. to children in Sham Shui Po. We are all willing

to contribute to this society.

[ERE | MRS EEF T 8ES BEEYThe Hub Hong Kong 37 A FTH FE L
EamAREThe HubE SRS HEE -

In appreciation of the endeavour of Bohem, Black Type fully supported The Hub
Hong Kang in establishing a community centre for schoolchildran. In the phato:
Bohem in the charity dinner of The Hub:

C:Itis a great project. Why did you choose
Sham Shui Po?

B: By coincidence. While | was driving in

Sydney in 2011, | heard about a program by

Bill Crews, who started an organisation in Thai-
land for children there; he said in his program
that there were numerous homeless children
in poor condition in Thailand. | was moved by
his story, and so, | called him; we both believed

that we must help as many children as we can

although it was impossible to change the world

with only the contribution of two men. After

studying the situation in Hong Kong, | knew

that there were many people living in poverty

in Sham Shui Po, and many of them were new

immigrants that could hardly take care of their

children because of their demanding jobs.

Therefore, | decided to provide a good environ-

ment for these children - the future pillars of

|
} I 20076E4 15 & A % = SebringEMUskoka Farmig e =

our society - by running a community centre.

Sebring,the winet of Golden SlipperStakes 2007 nioysdhis

walking In Muskeka Farm!

Last October, we held the The Hub Hong Kong

charity dinner, in which many friends of mine,

who are also horse owners, donated millions

to support the centre. | hope that The Hub

Hong Kong can extend its services to more

|

, | ']
|
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people living in penury.

C: As a Hongkonger, | thank you for such

a tremendous contribution.
B: | hope there will be more Hub Hong Kong

supporters that help people in need.

-
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ome horse owners are lavish in chasing performance; some have to

balance between cost and aspirations; and some are just satisfied with
the thrill of ownership, regardless of performance. Regardless of which camp
you may be in, there is no dispute that owning a fast racehorse is better
than owning a slow one! However, as we all know, investing more does
not necessarily guarantee a higher return. Horses racing in Asia are from
different parts of the world, and the impact of the complicated procedure
on the runners involved in the travelling is hardly predictable, how can one
choose a good horse amid all these challenges? This article may provide
you some insights.

Text : Leslie Kwok

IST FEBRUARY 2014 Black 77 nge 099



HORSEY LESSON

BEOEEEBNE WIEHIEE RO - M
RS HER AR RS S

MEERBEAERTNE A EHAAEAD FIT

EERERAEE  SRBAORER FE
EVEBRER - ARREINNEREIBNEEN
% (PPG) B ESE MBI RIEN SR

(PP) - TEBREIRTMEES RS
EHNFITSHE AR 2B ENSINE
A BB BRI E  EERR

EEREE M N R EERE
FECRER - EREDN RS HEGNE
o N SRR DN _
T ERRREEBERREA T EAL
B L] 2

Your first consideration should be the
health of your horse, which is usually examined
by veterinarians and verified by the Jockey
Club priorto issuing import permits. In addition
o physical health, psychological health of a
horse is also pivotal to its performance. There
are numerous failures among the inexperienced
privately purchased griffins (PPG), and even
experienced privately purchased horses (PP)
after their long journey lo Asia, which can often
beascribed to their new environment in Asia,
Leading horse breeding countries like Britain,
the United States and Australia have vast areas

for breeders to build extensive facilities, and

horses have ample living space to do what
horses to best. Conversely, major horse racing
regions in Asia, for instance, Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore and Macau, are tiny and densely
populated; it is, therefore, difficult to bulld
racecourses and slables, not to mention giving

horses an open area 1o live and thrive.
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Asking about Horses' Living Habits

Experienced stable staff members re-
sponsible for pre-training arrange suitable
training sessions for horse to be moved to Asia,
for instance, the staffs leave horses in stalls to
eat and rest after daily practices like galloping
in order to let them adapt the living environment
in Asia. These minor changes can be powerful.
A privately purchased horse from Australia had
lacklustre performance in Hong Kong; its trainer
was perplexed because the horse was a cham-
pion in Australia, and worse still, in trackworks
and even races, it has minor faults. The baffled
trainer approached the stable assistant that
looked after the horse who told the trainer that
the horse used to run on a vast plain after
morning and afternoon training sessions.
This explained the problem: a young horse that
once in the habit of living in an open space

could hardly be accustomed to cramming

itself into the small stables in Hong Kong.

This horse eventually ended its owner’s disap-
pointment by gaining its first success in the
tenth start. If you don't want to experience the
same, try to ask about horses' living habits and
express your concerns; this helps protect your

investment.

Observe Horses' Slight Moverments
It is a common belief that obedience is a

prime consideration when choosing a horse;

but, as you may ask, a horse's temperament
could not be seen from its stride and pedigree,
how do we know whether a horse is tractable?
We always hope that our children are intelligent
and clever, yet, the same rule does not apply
to our horses: certain horses may not ‘listen’
to jockeys, who could, therefore, face difficul-
ties in improving the performance of the horse.
It is proven that an active horse has the intel-
ligence of a toddler; a toddler relies on his or
her parents, and similarly, an amenable horse
counts on stable workers' providing care.
Therefore, when choosing a horse, you may
observe its movements while being led by
stable workers - a compliant and docile horse
usually walks closely with workers, and has

interaction with them.

Moreover, these manageable horses are
more focused. The great sprinters Fairy King

Prawn, Silent Witness and Sacred Kingdom

are perfectly tranquil when they are not running
on the track. Ricky Yiu, the trainer of Sacred
Kingdom, recalled that the horse was calm in
the stable and that asking him te stand still for
two hours was not a problem. These docile
horses are particularly suitable for living and
receiving training in small facilities in Asia, so,
apart from analysing a horse’s pedigree and
physical appearance, you may also observe

these subtle movements before bidding.
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